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Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, tedoctrine.’ 
A sEexdion. 
BY L. €- EVERETT. 
[From the Trumpet and Magazine. } 
“ Be kindly affectioned one to another.” 

Romans xii. 10. 
The moral world presents, to the contempla- 
tive mind, the varie scenes of “ garments 
rolled in blood,” and virtue cruggling — 
the powers which have conspired to overthrow 
it. . Vice, in all its deformity, often goes unno- 
ticed and unreproved, and assumes’ the bold- 
ness of religion itself; while few, very few, 
have the courage to assail, or the power to mo- 
lest its votaries. 

One of the evils which has been transmitted 
te us from periods of darkness, is that spirit of 
unkindness which pervades community, and 
casts @ portentious gloom over the intellectual 
world. Go where we will, we can trace the 
Soges of tile menctstis spirit. And, what is 

those who devotions to this 
demon, with the greatest zeal, are the greatest 
sufferers ; yet by some unaccountable process, 
they have Geos enamored of the tyrant*that 
enslaves them, and too frequently despise the 
overtures made for their emancipation. 

It is intended, in this discourse, 1st, to point 
out the disadvantages which result from un- 
kindness; 2d, to show the great advantages 
that would accrue to us from a compliance with 
the apostle’s injunction as expressed in the 
text; and 3d, to make a few suggestions as to 
the best method of avoiding the evils of the 








¢ 


former, and obtaining the benefits of the latter. 
And 


I, The disadvantages of unkiridness may be 
seen in every nation under heaven; in every 
city} in every village; in every neighbour- 
hood; in every family—and it would be well 
if it re here—but the evil may be found 
in every heart, Where is the man, woman, or 
child, but has felt the pain itjnflicts? Its rav- 
ages have been as extensive ignorance—its 
devastations have been as universal as our 
wants. It has stalked forth “ conquering end 
to conquer,” until the world has become fall of 
misery and guilt. 

We discover the first germs of this evil in the 
domestick circle. Parents, though their feelings 
may be tender towards their children, frequent- 
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tently indulge passions, and utteF 
which their own better reason 
__ This example if soon copied by a.child, and 
its fruits ate seen in contentions about trifles — 
Domesticks are tainted by the poi 
ly administered; and the circle which 
under other circumstances, bé like the i 
of God, becomes a babel of confusion. Un- 
kindness “begets hatred ; and ity and 
strife, and contention are sure to _ 
Where these begin to reign, order ceases, and 
happiness ends, 
n neighbourhoods this spirit often prevails, 
A triviel'shie of little ot oe consequence, be- 
comes magnified so as to constitute a source of ~ 
great disquiet. One unkind word gives 
a for race's —= we are com 
claim—*“ ! how a matter 
fire kindleth.” A falsh opt i 
cireulated, prejudicial to the re ionofsome ~ 
person careful of his good name. The injured 4 
individual, to show that he is innocent, be- 


comes angry, and begins, in good the 
work of retaliation. He pursues his 
with vengeance, until the peace of the 
bourhood is gone past reeovery. 

Whole towns are sometimes thrown inte 
commotion in a similar way. Some evil dis- 
posed person assails the reputation of another ; 
the vate whom the attack is made becomes 
angry and retorts with severity; the friends of 
each espouse the cause of one or the other ; 
and a war of words is carried on for years, per- 
haps, about something of very little conse- 
quence, and every source of enjoyment is dri- 
ed up; while jealousy and strife embittereach 


department of society. ‘ 
sometimes disturbed by 


A whole State is 
this spirit of unkindness...T wo dit 
individuals, to whom the ‘look: for ex- 
amples, happen to ¢ 
some important 
er of being governed by i 


-his antagonist replies in the ; 


ty—the teke sides—the war rages with 
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ruin stalk abroad at noon day. 
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important measure of government. Impatient 
ol opposition, one political party accuses the 
other of some designs against the people— 
crimination and recrimination follow—one 
abuse begets another—one act of violence be- 
gets ancther ; until the domestick sanctuary is 
violated ; private character is assailed; facts 
are distorted ; falschoods are uttered ; and all 
the motely train of evil consequences follows. 
In.a tree government like ours this evil pre- 
-vails to a gr-at extent ; but it must be eradi- 
cated, oz our boasted liberty will find an early 
grave, 

At would be well if the evil stopped here— 
but it doésimot. The christian church is divi- 
ded and distracted by this root of bitterness.-— 
The. chureh is divided into several hundred 
sects; but this is not the evil of which we 
complain ; it is well, perhaps, that there should 
be divisions of this kind; but the source of our 
apprehensiveness is the virulence and animos- 
ity, and unkindness, which prevail within the 
borders of Zion. 

It is enough to astonish the world to reflect 
upon the unkindnessof christians. Indeed the 
world has been astonished, and infidelity has 
Taughed. at our folly, “ Behold them,” says 
the unbeliever—“ they profess to be the follow- 
ers of the humble Jesus: Hear them vilify 

“each other: See their angry looks: Listen to 
their bold denunciations; their blasphemous 
anathemas ; their pious curses; their vindic- 
tive aspersions! See them as they buckle on 
their armour to fight the battles of their Lord: 
Behold whole nations engaged in war, all pro- 
fessing to be disciples of the Prince of Peace.” 

Well may. the world despise professions of 
regard for religion, while the conduct of pro- 
fessors is so at variance with the precepts of 
Christ. So lang as this hostility continues 
among the different sects, the cause of the Re- 
deemer will suffer in the house of its pretend- 
ed friends, The people must turn unto the 
Lord, and adopt a pure language ; otherwise 
the day of small things will continue. We 
must learn our own rights, and defend them 
with kind words.and fair means ; we must du- 
ly appreciate the rights of others, and respect 
them as we would our own, before the world 
will become evangelized, or the kingdoms of 
the earth become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and his Christ. 

What an amount of happiness is destroyed 
by the unfriendly spirit now cherished by 
christians, even in this enlightened community. 
How reckless are mankind of the consequences 
of their unkind and uncharitable expressions. 
One professor is represented as a heretic—an- 
other as an infidel—a third as a hypocrite—a 
fourth as a bigot—a fifth as an enemy of all 
righteousness. One sect is represented as en- 
emies of the truth ; as children of the evil one 
~another as a band of deceivers; a third as a 

cambination of conspirators, and so on. 
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Now all this is entirely uscless—nay. worse 
—pernicious. And this is the fruit of unkind- 
ness. It is folly to prate about having been 
converted, and about having the love of Ged 
shed abroad in the heart, so long as this bitter- 
ness of feeling predominates. Professions are 
nothing, where affection is not. The christian 
professor ought to be like our divine Master, a 
universal friend, the moment he takes upon him- 
self the name of Christ. If, therefore, he finds 
it in his heart to treat any person unkindly, 
his conduct proves that his professions are no- 
thing. 

We sometimes find this evil spirit within the 
very walls of societies. Strange as it may ap- 
pear, individuals who believe the same doc- 
trine, who partake at the same table, and wor- 
ship in the same house; who have one com- 
mon interest at stake; even such will some- 
times indulge this unkind and unprofitable 
spirit. This is an evil, which above al} things 
should be avoided. For if once permitted to 
enter the sanctuary of social communion, it is 
worse than the pestilence that walketh in dark- 
ness. It will poison the fountain from whence 
our purest joys are derived—it will embitter 
the last drop of comfort—it will correde the 
best affections ; prevent the purest aspirations ; 
and blight the holiest emotions of the soul. 

These, brethren, are facts which relate te 
the existence of the evil I am labouring to ex- 
pose ; and I have digressed, somewhat, from 
the course I had martei out, with a view of 
impressing these facts upon your minds. We 
behold the fruits of unkindness every where ; 
and I thiak too highly of the good sense of my 
hearers not to believe that they have discover- 
ed the evil. But there is danger of becoming 
too indifferent to things of this sort; it would 
be better for all of us to think more seriously 
of those errors which custom sanctions and fash- 
ion approves, 

When we turn from a contemplation of ab- 
stract truth, to examine the eflects produced by 
the prevalence of errour, it is then that the 
mind forms an estimate of the value of the one, 
and the disadvantages of the other. And a- 
midst all the useless trumpery of the schools, 
the idea that severity and unkindness will pro- 
duce love, obedience, and righteousness, stands 
pre-eminent in absurdity. I would challenge 
the world to produce an instance in which un- 
kind treatment ever did any good. 

This theory of ignorance has pramised much, 
and performed nothing. It has promised to 
subjugate empires of darkness-—to convert na- 
tions of heathen—to renovate the moral world, 
and introduce a day of millennial peace and 
glory. It has gone on in its mad career to de- 
luge the world in blood, and extract bitterness 
from every moral sweet,—but satan’s kingdom 
has enlarged its borders; the nations sit in 
darkness; the world remains unregenerated ; 
and wars, and rumours of wars, and all the 
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wild phantasms of sin yet disturb mankind.— 
For more than five thousand years this system 
of unkiudness and force has prevailed ; and yet 
its advecates will find it a difficult matier to 
prove its efficacy in a single instance. 

On the other hand, though a painful, it is 
not a difficult task, to prove most conclusively 
that unkindness has resulted greatly to the dis- 
advantage of mankind. This will appear from 
a careful attention to the instances which have 
fallen under our observation. 

Children have suffered much from the sever- 
ity of parents and guardians. Most persons 
can call to mind instances in which many hours 
of unhappiness have succeeded unkind treat- 
ment received in early life. True, we may 
have done wrong, but how much more effica- 
cious would have beeu the language of love. 
That weyld have produced a true and profiia- 
ble sorrow for the offeace ; but, ten to one, se- 
verity added to guilt and remorse of conscience, 
the desire to retaliate, and the spirit of revenge. 

But the evil did not end bere... The force 
of example may have led us to treat others un- 
kindly, and thus perpetuated the misery. — 
There must be some new discovery of a prin- 
ciple of human nature different from any thing 
we have yet observed, before I can be persua- 
ded that bad examples are harmless. And es- 
pecially the examples of parents have a pow- 
erful influence apon the tender mind. 

Who can express the amount of misery 
which has resulted from: difficulties in. neigh- 
bourhoods, communities, and uations; And 
who will deny that this vast amount of suffer- 
ing is the offspring of unkindness? It is impos- 
sible to trace it to any other cause. 

But there is another point of light in which 
our subject may be seen to advantage. | al- 
lude to the crimes which have been caused by 
uokindness, It may seem strange to many, 
that we should charge 4 this severity, the 
very iviquities which it has pretended to pre- 
vent; or that we should undertake to prove, 
that it causes the very sins which it punishes ; 
but such, I verily believe is the fact. 

Within the walls of our prisons are hundreds 
of vicious and miserable beings. I do not in- 


tend to palliate the guilt of those unhappy suf- 
ferers; but wou!d seek carefully for the cause 
of their guilt. I know that to be in fashion, I 


must talk about the astonishing depravity of 
the human heart—about the fall of Adam and 
Eve—about the degeneracy of the times— 
about the awful ravages of intemperance, &c. 
&e. But I leave those fruitful tepicks to, be 
discyssed by others, they have been preached 
fay already.. My object is to look care- 
fully after the cause of that very depravity 
which is so loudly complained of, and if possi- 





ble remove it. 
_ Unkindness is the cause of many of those 
sins of which the world so loudly complains, 


That all men are liable to do wrong’ must 


should teach us to forgive one abother! But 
inankind too often attempt to establish a repu- 
tation by uttering their abliorrence of sin, and 
by complaining of the depravity/of their fellow- 
beings. Hence it is, that persons of queéstion- 
able virtue are the most vociferous iu their de- 
nunciations of vice. Like the felon who eries 
“stop thief” to mislead his pursuers and elude 
their vigilance. ; 

This$propensity has’engendered a degree of 
censoriousness entisely incompatible with mor- 
el improvement. Faults are often magnified 
into crimes, and “ trifles light zs air? ‘by the 
magick of a zeal for God not according to 
knowledge, become “ confirmed strofig‘as holy 
writ”. of innate and incurable pape 8g 
Early indiscretions are conceived of as indica- 
tions of some direful catastrophe ; aud a tres- 
pass upon a store of sweet-meats,’ is the fore- 
runner of some awful crime which will end 
the life of the trespasser upon the gallows. 

Lessons of this sort, frequently repeated, 
render the mind familiar with terrors designed 
to reclaim it, and the heart callons to the re= 
proofs intended for its good ; until at last the 
coascience becomes seared as. with a hot ifon,’ 
and its compunctions if not destrayed entitely 
are feeble and ineffectual. Persons who are 
so unfortunate as to have been thus impressed 
in early life, learn to sport with crime, réegard- 
less of its consequences, and too often become 
the victims of the errours they have imbibed. 

When desperation siezes upon the mind, arid 
the miserabie trangressor is brought to the bar 
and condemned, the next resort is to confiné- 
ment and hard labour—all with a view as jis 
pretended, to reform the sinner. How farthis 
plan has sueceeeded the world may know’ by 
taking pains to examine the cases in which fe- 
formation has been effected by that process.— 
It may be necessary to resort jo-such measures 
to restrain the vicious, and ifmay, not be ne- 
cessary. At all events, those measures will 
seldom, if ever, reform the heart. 

But, the hearer may exclaini—+ What, shall 
we demolish our prisons aud letJoose upon the 
world # horde of desperadoes—shall we abol- 
ish our courts of jusdce and let the world run 
mad with folly--shall we abandon the terrors 
of the gallows and expose our lives to the mid- 
night assassin >?” No—Let rational’ beings de 
incarcerated till the world is enlightend—let 
every measure for the safety of the people be 
continued until mankind become wise; but 
let all such measures for the safety of our lives 
and property be purely and exclusively defen- 
sive. And while men, through.igsorance, re- 
main vicious, and while they remain in;du>- 
ance, let those who are at liberty to. see, the 
light of heaven, be active and perseveripg.in 
their efforts to meliorate the condition, of thelY 





bd which. the philanthropist so truly deplores. 
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be confessed, and this all-prevailing’ liability , 
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Do you. ask how an improvement so great is 
to be effected? Our answer is, by kindness 
and affeetion. Let the oppression of wealth 
cease; letthe dishonest man forego his knave- 
ries; let the proud abandon their insolence ; 
Jet the haughty bumble themselves ; let the 
bigot abandon his cant; let the pharisee dis- 
nse with his boasting ; and let the moralist 
+ nerous in the extension of charity-let this 
be done, and the world will do well enough. 
But it may he replied—“ these improve- 
ments arg set forth as the means of preventing 
crime, whereas they ere the end itself.» No— 
the plan suggested is intended for the benefit 
of those who generally escape censure—for 
those who complain most vehemently against 
the depravity of the world and the sins of mun- 
kind. Let such pluck the beam out of their 
own eye and then they will see more clearly 
to extract the mote from their neighbour’s eye. 
Auother view of our subject will show us 
the bad tendency of certain religious princi- 
ples. Chiistianity purports to address itself to 
the heart, and to operate upon the affections. 
is designed to apply the healing influences 
of the spirit to the inner man—to probe the 
heart to its core—to pour in upon the soul the 
balsam of life, light, and love, thereby cleans- 
ing it of its imperfections and impurities. Its 
Ignguage is—“ be kindly affectioned one to an- 
other, ” 
But ignorance has inverted a different plan, 
and adopted a different language.—She has 
ransacked creation, and taxed imagination to 
find terrours, and threatenings, and denuncia- 
tions, with which to frighten the wicked, and 
evangelize the simple. Her votaries have, 
*s Here fixed the dreadful, there the blest abodes ; 
Fear made her devils, and weak hope her gods; 
Gods partial, changef{ul, passionate, unjust, 

Whose attributes were rage, revenge, or lust— 
Such as the Souls of cowards might conceive, 

And, formed like tyrants, tyrants would believe.” 

* It is painfully interesting to contemplate the 
industry with which religious people have ap- 
plied such means to the hearts of men, to 
frighten—and charity inclines ws to say—to re- 
form them. Men have been called fools, mad- 
men, and heirs of the evil one ; the follies of 
the world have been denounced and condemn- 
ed, as the result of entire moral alienation— 
the sins of mankind have been magnified into 
unpardonable offences—and an unwillingness 
to accredit all this, has been regarded as an act 
of rebellion against the Aimighty. 

That much misery has been occasioned by 
the promulgation of such terrours, is evinced 
by the experience of thousands ; and that such 
measures, though adopted with the purest in- 
tentions, and with the best of motives, have 
resulted to the disadvantage of morality, we 
cannot doubt. For, aside from the tangible 
eats of this fact, which are furnished to our 

ands in the degraded condition of thousands 





who believe those errours, we have enough to 
convince us, in a well known law of our nature. 

Such is the constitution of the huiman mind, 
that it cannot love an object that is not lovely 
— it cannot feel grateful unless some favour has 
been bestowed—it canuot be induced to follow 
righteousness, unless the path of wisdom js 
adorned with the flowers of peace. 

By a similar train of reasoning, we come to 
the conclusion that terrour may extort'a con. 
fession of sin—that fear may produce an ap- 
pearance of reform—that hatred may inelixe 
the sinner to make pretensions to love ; but 
none of these things can produce the reality. 
Qn the contrary, when the throne of God js 
supposed fo tremble with wrath, the sinner 
flees from it—when Sinia thunders, the soul is 
dismayed——-when Satan stalks forth a victori- 
ous monarch, atid boasts of having subjugated 
nine-tenths of ‘the empire ef Jehovah, he will 
be sure to gain recruits. 

Degrade mankind in their own estimation, 
and they will disregard religion and morality. 
If you would reform the heart, it must be ea- 
couraged. But mankind are sometimes s 
carried away with a Jove of theory, that, to 
prove the depravity of others, they will expa- 
tiate upon their own. Hence it is, that peo- 
ple ere forid of acknowledging, that, were it 
not for the Ivar of ruin, they would be much 
more wicked than they are. It would be u- 
kind in us to believe theni to be as bad as they 
represent themselves; and we would gladly 
spare them the trouble of convincing us at their 
own cost. 

These observations are made to show the 
entire insufficiency of terrour, and the lan- 
guage of severity, to reclaim the wicked — 
Whoever will take pains to examine this sub- 
ject, will find that much of that good which 
has been supposed to arise from such preach- 
ing, either exists only in the imaginations of 
mankind, or is to be imputed to some other 
cause. Tar be it from me to deny, that much 
good has resulted from the oiinachied of those 
whose sentiments we cannot believe, and 
equally far the thought, that christians of other 
denominations are not as good as ourselves but 
what we contend for, is, that the good feelings, 
the good conduct, and the holy comforts, which 
they experience, and practise, are not the fruits 
of fear but of love—of the kindness and mercy 
of God, as manifested to their hearts. 








Whoever has attended to these matters has 
found, that the soul of man is nevér subdued 
—his voice is never attuned to the praise ¢ 
God, until the love of God is poured out upon 
him. ‘Terroux, like the wind in the fable, may 
blow ever so hard, without inclining the sis 
ner to throw aside his iniquities or take off bis 
garments of self-righteousness ; but whien the 
beams of the sun of righteousness break ov 
and the dews of divine grace distil upon him 
he joyously and cheerfully throws them off. 
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Hence it is, that love alone is efficacious. And 
from what has ben said, we may safely con- 
clude, that many disadvantages. have oecurred 
to mankind from the practice of severity, and 
the languege of unkindness. 

Il. We are next to consider the advantages 
to be derived from kindness and affection. And 
these advantages are too obvious to require 
much laboar in pointing them out. 

We may discover the good effects of these 
virtues in our own fireside circles. We may 
behold the fruits. of obedience to the apostolick 
injunction, in the smiling faces of our children. 
i venture to affirm that a kind word, a kind 
look, a kind action, was. never lost in the 
world. Happiness ever follows this god-like 
tenderness, with all its attendant blessings ; 
and joys and comforts unspeakable flow from 
its exercige. it exeites love and confidence in 
the bréasts of our little ones, and diffuses that 
holy peace which the world can neither give 
nor take away. Its rewards, too, are ample. 
Those who are “ kindly afiectioned,” are bless- 
ed with beholdiag prattling innocence around 
them, expandiug the powers of the mind, and 
strengthening the ties of love. Every effusion 
of this divine principle strengthens the claims 
of pareptal authority, and renders obedience 
certain. 

In neighbourboods, the good effects of kind- 
ness are apparent. It never trifles with the 
character of any one; but strives to dissemin- 
ate peace and good will. It forgives an injury, 
not seven times only, but seventy times seven. 
Biekerings, and jealousy, and strife, cannot 
exist within the sphere of its influence. It is 
like the wisdom from above—“ pure, peacea- 
ble, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality aud without 
hypocrisy.” 

n towns, States, and empires, its influence 
is no less salutary. And when it enters into 
the laws of the land, or is diffused throughout 
the institutions of a country, crime diminishes, 
and the “ kingdoms of the world become the 
kingdoms of the Lord and of his Christ.” 

When this messenger from Heaven visits 
churches and societies, and predominates in the 
hearts of their members, peace dwells within 
the borders of Zion. and the trumpet of salva- 
tion sounds joyously upon her walls. Then it 
is, that souls flow together like drops of water, 
and obduracy melts into contrition. The walls 
of Jerusalem become strength and her gates 
praise. The tribute of gratitude ascends like 
morning incense to the skies; the song of 
praise thrills through the soul, and the hearts 
of men become the tabernacle of God. 

When this divine spirit predominates, and 
presides over the destinies of a religious com- 
munity, discord ceases and contention is no 
more. Brethren then “ dwell together in uni- 
ty,” and are bound together by the bonds of 
peace. Then the day-spring from on high 





dispels every cloud of darkness, and the glow- 
ing light of truth, and the holy fervour of love 
divine burst in upon a world lying in wicked - 
ness, and reveal the joys of Heaven. 

But what a glorious scene should we behold, 
if the language of kindness could be 
by all the different sects and denominations of 
professing christians. What a splebdid revo- « 
lution would be brought about in the religious 
world, if one sect should bé kitidly affectioned 
to another. Should such an event transpire, 
the millennium would come upon us by sur- 
prise. Should all professing christians adopt 
this language, and cultivate this spirit, such a 
union would be formed, that vice, infidelity, 
and unbelief, would flee from the world in dis+ 
may. 

But why do we attempt a description of the 
blessings that would result from the universal 
prevalence of this virtue ? Eye hath not seen— 
ear hath not heard, neither hath it ehteféd in- 
to the heart of man to conceive of the amount 
of happiness that would result from such a state 
of things. Leaving it, therefore, to your ime- 
ginations, to fill up the sketch I have attempt- 
ed to draw, we pass, 

III. To submit a few reflections relative'to 
the best method of avoiding the evils, at whieh 
I have hinted. 

1. The inculcation of correct prineiples will 
assist u8 in the attainment of the object we 
have fepresented as being so essential. With-. 
out moral principles—without being doctrina- 
ted, the mind will never arrive at perfection. 
It is folly to imagine that man—a creature of 
education, can obtain the requisite knowledge 
of truth by an impulse of the spirit of God, or 
by a sudden re irresistible communication 
from heaven. The day of miracles has passed, 
and we must content ourselves by searching 
for knowledge as for hidden treasures. 

Nor can the rudiments of motality, or the 
elementary principles of christianity, be Jearn- 
ed from creeds and commandments of men. 
For errours have crept into the systems of 
mankind, and rr even the wisdom of 
this world, until it is no longer expedient or 
safe to adopt them. And can the most honest 
opinions of good men, have been warped by 
the influence of an erroneous education ? This 
is true of the ideas generally entertained of 
the subject which we have attempted to dis+ 
cuss on this occasion. Mankind seem to have 
borrowed their ideas of justice from the mode? 
of the government under which they have 
chanced to live ; and perhaps the model thus 
innocently adopted, has been defective in its 
more importent principles. It will not do, to 
judge what ought to be, by what has been, or 
is generally assented to. For errours in theo- 
ry, or in practice, can never be rendered use- 
ful by age, or beneficial by the approbation of 
misguided millions. 

e doctrines of past times, and theories of 
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dng-sianding, are proved defective by their in- j murky hiding-pleze. But this must be brought 


adéquacy to'effect the purpose for which the 
were instituted. They may have done well 
in, the infancy of the world: but the tinre has 
comé when we ‘ must put away childish things.’ 
ff force and fear have failed to do the good in- 
tendéd, after a trial of five thousand years, we 
are called upon, by the imperative voice of suf- 
fermg humanity, to lay them aside. Other 
doctrines must be sought efter and found, and 
when found, adopted. Worse we cannot have, 
than those to which the world has long paid its 
deference—better we may find, if we suffer 
ourselves to be guided by reason and scripture. 
_ I know mankind are tenacious of their opin- 
ions; but as the work of improvement goeson, 
‘Cold things must pass away.”—The tide rolls 
on—aad if we would not be like the philoso- 
pher in the tub, we must roll with it—or the 
t.de in the affairs of men will surely overflow 
us. New discoveries are making way for still 
greater improvements ; and if we will but do 
out duty, the next generation will be wiser and 
better than their fathers. 

The doctrines to be introduced and inculca- 
ted, must partake largely of the love of God— 
they must be tempered with divine merey, and 
reared upon the imperishable foundat‘on of 
eternal grace. Nothing short of this will do 
away the evils of which we complain. Old 
systems of terrour have not—they never will, 
introduce into our world the language of kind- 
ness and affection. We cannot gather grapes 
of thorns, nor figs of thistles—neither can we 
reap the ‘fruits of peace from bad seed sown in 
thorny places. Let the doctrine of impartial 
kindness be not believed, only, but practised, & 
then we shail witness the sublime spectacle of 
the world of mankind travelling cheerfully and 
joyously along the pleasant paths of peace. 

2. Our endeavours to obtain the blessings 
before meationed by inculcating good princi- 
ples, must be attended with good examples. I 
feel assured, my brethren, that in recommend- 
ing the course I do not impose upon you an 
irksome or unpleasant task. 
lightful employment to accompany our lessons 
of affection with examples of kindness. 

Shall we not, then, in our intercourse with 
mankind, strive to set the world an example 
worthy of imitation ; Our doctrine is the doc- 
trine of God—the doctrine of love ; to be eon- 
sistent, therefore, we must conform our conduct 
to that divine principle. ‘This world, wise as 
it affects to be, must be taught its duty, and 
pointed to the most worthy object it can ob- 
tain, by Universalism. Yes—much as it is 
despised, Universalism must introduce the ac- 
ceptable year of the Lord, and break the men- 
tal fetters of mankind. It will, as it progress- 
es, open the prison doors, and set at liberty 
them that are bruised—it will, when under- 
stood and practiced, drive cruelty from the 
abodes of man. and frighten errour from her 


It will be a de- | 








about by good examples. 

Brethten—“ Be kindly affectioned one to an- 
other with brotherly love ; in honour prefer- 
ring one another; not slothfal in business ; fer- 
vent io spirit; serving the Lerd ; rejoicing in 
hope ; patient in tribulation; continuing in- 
stant in prayer; distributing to the necessity of 
the ; given te hospitality; bless them 
which perseeute yor; Shess, and curse not; 
rejoice with them that do rejoiee, and weep 
with them that weep ; be of the same mind one 
towards another; mind not high things, but 
condescend to men of low estate; be not wise 
in your own conceits ; recompense to no man 
evil forevil ; provide things honest in the sight 
of all men. If it be possible, as much as lieth 
in you, live peaceably with «11 men.’ Dearly 
paltalk nalvenge not yourselves; bat rather 
give place unto wrath ; for it is written, “ ven- 
geance is mise ; f will repay, saith the Lord.” 
Therefore, if thine enemy hunger, feed him; 
if he thirst, give him drink ; for in so doing 
thou shalt keep coals of fire on his head. Be 
not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 

” 

Carry these principles with you, as you min- 
gle in the society of the world—let your con- 
duct be governed by the exhortation of the 
apostle—let the christian’ virtue, now recom- 
mended, be cherished in your hearts, and thie 
world may affect to despise, but it cannot hate 
you. 

Let us also be careful not to let any root of 
bitterness spring up amongst us as a denomina- 
tion. We cannot be too careful in this re- 
spect. O, never let it be said of us, that we 
have dishonoured our profession and injured 
the cause of Christ, by discord among our- 
selves. 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR, NO. 2. 
CHarLesPown, Oct. 6, 1829. 

Br. Doubleday,—My ast was written you from 
Hartford. I now address you from Churlestown, Mats. 
at which piace | arrived after a fatiguing days ride 
on. last Wednesday evening. I can say little of the 
place. He who has lived in the delightful villages of 
the West will not find much that is peculiarly fascina- 
ting in the older villages of the East. 

Some pleasing recollections and pectliarly dear to 
the American bosom are awakened on visiting this 
place. The battle of Bunker’s Hill famous in our 
revolutionary history was fought here, and fought too 
with all that desperate valour and determined here- 
ism, which characterize man when contending for 4 
just cause ‘against an overwhelming opposition. | 
cannot speak of battles. I hate war and have often 
wondered why man so fruitful in inventions should 
no! Jong ere this have found out some means to pre- 
vent this desolating scourge. Yet! should deem my- 
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self traitor to my country cou'd I view unmoved the ! matter she has livei Jong enough and tormented us 


spot where our undisciplined Militia contended so 
bravely for that liberty which we now so justly boast. 

The monument to be erected on the seeue of this 
memorable battle, is now delayed I believe for the 


, want of funds, though it is thought the delay will not 


be long. The monument is now raised to the height 
of forty feet, and when compieted it will be, I am in- 
formed two hundred and twenty, It will be a grand 
thing when finished. 

Charlestown | have said is a very pleasant place, 
aud [see no reason wy it should be otherwise. ‘The 
inhabitants may justly beast of their refinement, and 
this ts no wonder, only Charles River separates them 





trom Boston, the metropolis of New England, the focus | 


of * steady habits’ and Emporium of literature, 
wealth, &c. ‘There is one thing, though not peculiar 
tu this section, seems to be carried to a greater extent 
here than in any other place I have visited with ex- 
ception of Boston, which by the by is no exception at 
ail. [vefer tothe old barbarous practice of flogging 
HoW long will it be ere men will 
learn wisdom, and be satisfied that a blow from a 
hickory stick or a rattun is pot the most successful me- 
thod of getting learning into a child's head! 

From my own experience, | am convinced a man 
who is fit to teach a school will never have occasion 
to strike a child, and parents who think or who possess 
any regard for their children ought by every means in 
their power to discountenance this savage practice. I 
am not a little surprized to find the practice tolerated 
here where the people are far in advance of many oth- 
er parts of our country. But old habits hang round 
us and [ know not as we shall ever bave courage 
enough to shake them off. 

‘There is a fine society of Universalists in this place. 
One day’s residence among them is sufficient to refute 
the slanderous assertions that Universalism is a licen- 
tious doctrine. The society enjoy the pastoral jabours 
of our friend and brother L. 8. Everett. His labours 
are well received and duly appreciated ; and can but 
think if Br. E. never obtains any better heaven than 
he now enjoys with this large society of personal 
friends, he will not have much reason to complain. I 
know of nothing on ecrth that could add to the agree- 
ableness of his situation. I do not envy him, for he 
deserves it. I preached to his congregation last Sab- 
bath afternoon. I knew little of church musick be- 
fore. I wish this delightful branch of Divine Worship 
was more carefully cultivated at the West. But we 
have been engaged in removing the forest and making 
the wilderness smile. 

In Boston I became acquainted with Rev. Hosea 
Ballou, whose praise is iu all our churches, and not 
undeservedly so. He has a goed society, and very 


children at school. 


large congregation, I preached to his congregation 
last Sabbath morning and evening—in the evening to 
the largest collection of people to which I have ever 
spoken. 

Liberal sentiment spreads rapidly in this section.— 
Orthodoxy has seen her best days here. She has fall- 
en and will, through God, soon treathe her last, No 





long enough to allow us some relief. 

My visit has been so far attended with high eatisfac- 
tion to myself. The Universaiists here ia their out- 
ward appearance have very little to distinguish them 
fiom the other denominations, They observe the 
Lord’s Supper, an institution which I have generally 
considered of no great practical benefit. It is doubt- 
less attended, as I have before remarked, with some 
advantnges. Mankind must have some oatwand or- 
dinance. 

Universalism is becoming respectable in thisquar- 
ter, and | trust the reign of a burning hell .is nearly 
But] have already trespassed too long upon 
I am dear brother, Yours, &c, 

O. A. Brownson. 


SELECTIONS. 


[From the Trumpet and Magazine.]’ 
GENERAL CONVENTION. 
PROCEEDINGS, &c. 

The General Convention of Universalists of 
the New-Englan:: States and others, mle 
cording to adjournment, in Winchester, it. 
on Tuesday evening, Sept. 15th, 1829, and 
opened the business of the session by uniting 
with Br. Warren Skinner in devout thanksgiv- 
ing and prayer to Almighty God. Organized 
the Council by choosing 

Br. SEBASTIAN STREETER, Moderator, 
Br. Sytvanus Cogs, Clerk—and 
Br. T. G. Farnsworth, Assist. Clerk. 

Appointed Drs. H. Ballou, T. F. King,. and 
W. Skinner a Committee to receive applica- 
tions for Letters of F ellowship, and for Crdine 
tion, during the present session, and report on 
the same. 

Adjourned to 8 o’clock, Weduesday morning, 
and commended ourselves to God in prayer by 
Br. T. Whittemore. 

Wednesday morning.—Met according .te ad- 
journment, and joined in prayer with Br. W. 
Morse. , 

Received through the StandingClerk, a com- 
munication from Br. J. 8.Green, of Providence, 
resigning his membership in this body.’ 

Ordered, That when any brother belonging 
to this body chooses to withdraw his fellowship, 
and makes his withdrawal known to the Stand- 
ing Clerk, it shall be the duty of said Clerk to 
make due record thereof, publish it in some 
periodical paper, and communicate the same to 
the next session of the Convention. 

Voted, To receive into the fellowship of this 
Convention, “ The Green Mountain Associa- 
tion of Universalists,” including ‘the .counties 
of Windsor and Rutland. 

Accepted the Report of the Committee ‘on 
Fellowship, &c. in fevour of the Ordination of 
Br. Thomas J. Sawyer. . ) 

As Br. P. Dean proposed inviting the Rev. 
D.Pickering of Providence, (R.1.) to take part 
in the publick exercises of the occasion, #t was 
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Voted, That, peniidicing, his recent with- | 
drawal of fellowship from this body, together | 
with the ¢ifcumstances under which the with- | 


ORDER OF PUBLICK SERVICES. 
WEDNESDAY MORNING. 
Introductory Prayer by Br. T. F. King. Ser- 


drawal took place, and the manner of his ac- mon by Br. Adin Ballou, from 1 Sam. xvi. 7, 


counting for it to the 
Pickering be not invited to take any part with 

us in the services of this sessionof the Conven- | 
‘tion. 

Adjourned to 8 o’clock, Thursday morning. , 

Tharsday morning—Met acctrding to ad- | 
journment, and joined with Br. H. Ballou 2d ; 
in address to the Throne of Grace. 

Voted, To receive into the fellowship of this 
Convention, “‘ The Boston Association of Uni- 
versalists, comprising the counties of Suffolk, | 
Norfolk, Middlesex and Essex. 

Voted, That the several Committees chosen | 
at the last session of this Convention, be con- | 
tinued in their appointment. 

Appointed Brs. H. Ballot’ 2d, L. S. Everett, 
and S. Cobb, a Committee to transcribe from | 
the Standing Records, the Constitution, and all | 
the By-Laws or Rules now in force for the | 

ernment of this body, into a form suitable | 

or publication, and lay it before the Conven- 

bia its pent session. oe ‘ 
oted, That wevapprove of the pur 0 

the First Universalist society in Woburn, Mass. 
tecdmmeiice a LiteraryInstitution in that place ; 

and that We recommend it to the patronage of 








the publick, and of Universalists in particular. 
Accepted the Report of the Committee in fa- 

. your of gratiting Letters of Fellowship to Brs. 

Alfred v. Bassett and Samuel P. Skinner. 


Voted, That whereas Brs.Sebastian and Rus- | 


sell Streeter have published a newHymn Book, 
designed for the use of Universalist Societies, 
that this Convention recommend said Book to 
the notice of Universalist Societies. 

Br. E. Case, of Lowell, introduced a Resolve 
designed to discduntenance the improper use 
of ardent spirits. 

All viewed alike the importance of the object 

_ aimed at by the mover of the Resolve, but 
there wasa difference of opinion respecting the 
propriety of this Convention’s passing such a 

Resolve, and its teridency to promote the desi- 
red object. And as there was not sufficient 
fime to mature the subject according to its im- 
portance, 

Voted, To postpone the further consideration 
of this Resolve to the next session of the Con- 
vention. 

Voted, That the Clerk prepare a Circular, 
ahd’ publish it, together with the Minutes of 
this session, in the “ Trumpet and Universalist 
Magazine.” : 

Adjourned to meet, by divine 
Lebanon, (N. H.) on the third 
Thursday in September, 1830. 

_Commended ourselves toGod in prayer by 

Br. 8. Streeter. 8. STREETER, Moderator, 

Syivanus Coss, Clerk. 


rmission, in 
ednesday and 


| by 





T.G. Farnsworth, Assist. Clerl:. 
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ublick, the Rev. Mr. “ For the Lord seeth not as man seeth.” Pray- 


er by Br. O. A. Skinner. 
AFTERNOON. 

Prayer by Br. Wm. Morse. Sermon by Br. 
S. Streeter, from Psalm Ixxvi. 10, “ The wrath 
of man shall praise thee ; and the remainder of 
wrath shalt thou restrain.” Prayer by Br. T. 
J. Whitcomb. 

“EVENING. 


At the meeting-house.—Prayer by Br. L. Wil- 
lis. Sermon by Br. P. Dean, from Acts xxvi. 
28, “‘ Almost thou persuadest me to be a Chris- 
tian.” Prayer by Br. N. Wright, jr. 

At the West Village —Prayer by Br. M. B. 
Ballou. Sermon by Br. S. Cobb, from Acts x. 
42, “ And he commanded us to preach unto the 
people, and to testify that it is he which was or- 
dained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead.” 
Prayer by Br. J. Ward. 

THURSDAY MORNING. 

Introductory Prayer by Br. S. C. Loveland. 
Sermon by Br. M. Rayner, from 1. Tim. ii. 1, 
“ I exhort therefore, that, first of all, suppli-a- 
tions, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks 
be made for all men.” Prayer by Br. J. Moore. 

AFTERNOON. 

Ordination of Br. Thomas J. Sawyer. 
Introductory Prayer by Br. E.. Case. Sermon 
H. Ballou, from Eph. tii. 8, ‘* Unto me, who 
am less than the least of all saints, is this grace 
given, that I should preach among the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ.” Ordaining 
Prayer by Br. Joshua Flagg. Charge, by Br. 
R. Streeter. Right Hand of Fellowship by 
Br. Hosea Ballou 2d. Concluding Prayer by 
Br. C. Gardner. 

EVENING. 

Prayer by Br. W. Skinner. Sermon by Dt. 
E. Case, from Titus ii. 11, 12, “ For the grace 
of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to 
all men, teaching us, that denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righte- 
oa and godly in this present world.” Con- 
cluding Prayer by Br. T. G. Farnsworth. 

MINISTERING BRETHREN PRESENT. 

Hosea Ballou, Sebastian Streeter,Paul Dean, 
and T.J. Whitcomb, Boston ; Hosea Ballon 2d. 
Roxbury; Thomas W hittemore,Cambridgeport ; 
Sylvanus Cobb, Malden ; Russell Streeter. W: - 
tertown ; Adin Ballou, Milford ; T. G. Farns- 
worth, Haverhill ; William Morse, Nantucket; 
Calvin Gardner, Duxbury ; Eliphalet Case, jr. 
Lowell ; Otis A. Skinner, Woburn ; Lyman 
Maynard, Oxford ; Massena B. Ballou, Charl- 
ton; Nathaniel Wright, jr. Attleborough ; Lem- 
uel Willis, Salem ; David Ballou, Monroe ; 
Menzies Rayner, Hartford, Ct. ; Joshua Flagg, 
Hudson, N. Y.; Samuel C. Loveland, Read. 
ing, Vt.; Warren Skinner, Cavendish, Vt. ; 
Joseph Ward, Barnard, Vt. ; Wm. Bell, Wood- 
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stock, Vt. ; Robert Bartlett, Hartland, Vt. ; 
Isaiah Boynton, Townsend, Vt. ; Ezekiel Vose, 
St. Johnsbury, Vt.; Thomas F. King, Ports- 
mouth, N. H. ; David Cooper, Washington, N. 
H. ; John Moore and 8S. P. Skinner, Lebanon, 
N. H.; I. D. Williamson, Jaffrey, N. H.; Wm. 
S. Balch and T. J. Sawyer, Winchester, IN. H. 


GENERAL EPISTLE. 

Tothe Universalist Churches and Societies, and 
to believers who are scattered abroad, the 
Ministers and Delegates co ing the Gen- 
cral Convention of Universalists of the New- 
England States and others, send Christian 
Salutation. Grace be unto you, and peace, 
from God our Father, end from our Lord Je- 
sus Christ. 

Breturen—Through the goodness of God, 
we have been permitted, to meet once more in 
Annual Convention, for promoting mutual ac- 
quaintance and brotherly love, for strengthen- 
ing each other’s hands and confirming each oth- 
ef’s hearts, and for advancing the holy cause of 
our impartial and efficient Saviour. Our kind 
reception by the Society in Winchester, the 
presence of an unusally large number of Min- 
istering Brethren, the general harmony which 
prevailed in our counsels and deliberations, the 
information received-from various parts of our 
country, and the devout prayers, the lucid Gos- 
pel instruction, and the masterly and melting 
musick, of the tabernacle of publick worship, 
conspired to render the occasion a profitable and 

y one, and caused our hearts to exclaim, 
“ It is good for us to be here.” Two young 
men of good promise received Letters of Fel- 
lowship as preachers of the Gospel ; and one, 
who had proved himself worthy of this high 
vocation, and deserving of our confidence and 
esteem, was set apart to the work of the min- 
= by solemn Ordination. 

y Letters from Societies, and oral commu- 
nications, we received very encouraging infor- 
mation of the advancement of the light of the 
Gospel, and the present condition and prospects 
of the numerous Societies engaged in our com- 
mon cause. The Society in Haverhill, Mass. 
received an accession of more than fifty new 
members, during the last winter and spring. 
The Society in Salem, Mass.which has in times 
past gone through alternate seasons of prosperi- 
ty and adversity, has increased in numbers 
during the last eighteen months, in a quadruple 
proportion. The Letter from Cavendish, Vt. 
gave us very pleasing information of the growth 
and ae are of the Society in that , and 
the inc and increasing attention of the 

le to the things which belong to their ino- 
ral health and peace. And the Societies gene- 

rally from which we — ene a 

pear to be growing in num especial 

in the observance of good coheb, and in the 
zeal and love of the Gospel. 

By Letters which have been sent out, during 





the past year, from the several Associations 
which are under the jurisdiction of this Con- 
vention, and from other Conventions and Asso- 
ciations engaged in the advancement of the 
same good cause; we learn that they are com- 
ing from the east ‘and the west, from the north 
and the south, and sitting down in the — 
of God, in the light of the ises delivere 
to Abraham, fete and Jacob. The influenée 
of the light of these Gospel promises, has ban- 
ished from our country a great quantity of ha- 
tred, and wrath, and misery, and succeeded it 
with life, and love, and joy. It frees men from 
the disagreeable and injurious labour, of striv- 
ing to harden their feelings into such hatred of 
their neighbours, as to be prepared for an un- 
moved and indifferent view of their infinite 
torments ;—and it teaches them to love their 
neighbours as themselves, and to rejoice in the 
blessed hope that death shall ultimately be 
swallowed up in victory, and tears wiped away 
from off all faces. 

Brethren, when we consider the amount, and 
the kind of opposition, which we have had to 
encounter, from the prejudices, the pride, the 
narrow and mistaken interests, and the vain 
fashions of the world,—and yet see how abun- 
dantly our humble endéavours for the advance- 
ment of the cause we profess have been ‘sut- 
ceeded,we have great reason to bless and praise 
the Lord, to lean-upon him with increased con- 
fidence, and to be even more diligent and faith~ 
ful in his holy service. Surely, we may say, 
“ The Lord of Hosts is with us; the God of 
Jacob is our refuge.” . 

But much remains yet to be done, in pulling 
down the dominion of darkness, sin and death 
and building up the reign of righteousness and 
peace. And every believer in the Gospel, how- 
ever humble his sphere of action, may de some- 
thing as a co-worker with Jesus in this blessed 
labour. By an upright walk, a.meek and firm 
defence of moral and religious truth in private 
conversation, a reasonable assistance in the 
support of the publick ministry of the word, 
and by a punctual attendance on publick wor- 
ship, to enliven in his own heart the flame of 
devotion, and to help enkindle the devotions of 
others,—by these means, we say the humblest 
christian may do something, yea, much, not on- 
ly to promote his own happiness, but likewisc 
to promote the happiness of others. He may 
render himself a light and a blessing to the 
world. 

Brethren in the ministry, may we all be 
faithful. May the precious faith, the rich hopes 
and consolations, and the excellent graces of 
the Gospel, which we inculcate upon others, 
predominate in our own hearts. Let all nar- 
row love of self, and all carnal ambition for 
pre-eminence, be swallowed up and lost, in a 
supreme love and devout engagedness for the 
interests of the Redeemer’s cause. In this way, 
and in this way only, shel] we find. the plea- 
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sure of the Lord, the reign of truth and human 
happiness, to prosper in our hands.. By this 
supreme love, and devout and faithful engag- 
edness, for the interests of the Gospel of the 
Universal Saviour, we shall not scatter and 
destroy, but gather and feed, the flock of 
Christ ; and shill be the means of bringing in 
thousands of “ other sheep—who are not (now) 
of this fold.” ‘‘ Let us then lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset 
us, and let us run with patience the race that 
is set before us ; looking unto Jesus, the au- 
thour and finisher of our faith ; who for the joy , 
that was set before him (viz. the good of man- | 
kind,) endured the cross, despising the shame, | 
and is set down at the right hand of the throne | 
of God.” Per order, 

SYLVANUS COBB. 


[From the Religious Inquirer} 
“SPIRITUAL CONDITION OF INFANTS.” 
In our paper of week before last we made 
some strictures upou an article in the Episco- 
pal Watchman, under the title, “ The Church 
not a voluntary Society.” In which we at- 
tempted to show the incorrectness of the arti- 
ele, both in regard to its leading principle, aud 
the inferences sup to result from it. In 


the Watchman of last week is an editorial 
paragraph in reply to those strictures ; in which 
ww 


ever, no attempt is made to defend the 
general position, that the Church is not a vol- 
untary Society ; but it purports to be an an- 
swer to the question whether “ all Infants, un- 
til they are baptized, lie under God’s displea- 
sure ? and that, as soon as they shall have been 
baptized, God will, love them, and receive 
them to his favour, and not before ?” 

The Editor, with much candour and sincer- 
ity, we doubt not, proceeds to advance his s:n- 
timents on the subject of the ‘ Spiritual con- 
dition of Infants”: “not doubting, (he re- 
marks) that every attentive and candid reader 
will find them perfectly consistent with the 
Holy Seriptures, with ecclesiastical antiquity, 
and with reason.” Here indeed we doubt,we 
more than doubt. And must solicit the atten- 
tion of the Editor of the Watchman to our 
reasons for dissenting from the views which 
he so confidently advances. 

“« All children, without exception,” he re- 
marks, “ are born with an imperfect, unholy 
nature, transmitted to them as the necessary 
inheritance from sinful parents.” Now this 
may be the sentiment of the Editor, but not- 
withstanding he has quoted the 9th Article of 
the Creed of his church ia proof, we should 
be glad to know what Scriptural evidence he 
can adduce to establish his assertion. That 
the nature of all children is imperfect we do 
not deny. That is, that the nature of ull is 
limited in its powers or capabilities. But we 





know not that any guilt can attach to this im- 
perfection. If it be so, the angels in heaven 


a tt ey 


must be guilty, for imperfect al! creatures, less 
than the Infinite God are, and ever must be. 
The Editor of the Watchman surely will not 
contend that we fall under the “ displeasure of 
God” because we ure not more exalted beings, 
or because our moral, intellectual and: physi- 
cal powers or susceptibilities are not more vn- 
limited. 

That all children, or that any child is born 
with an “ unholy nature,” is, we are confident, 
equally repugnant to Scripture and enlighten- 
ed reason, however consonant it may be to 
“ Ecclesiastical antiquity.”” What are we to 
understand by the term nature when applied to 
a child? We can understand nothing more 
than the peculiar constitution of mind or body, 
possessed, together with all the powers and 
susceptibilities which make up what we terin 
the child. Now the child, or infant, had no 
hand in making one of these properties, either 
of mind or body. These constitute his exis- 
tence. He could no more make one of them 
than he could the whole, and he could not 
make the whole unless he could act before he 
was. Certainly then there can be no unholi- 
ness attached to the infant, for which the in- . 
fant is to blame, or which has been occasioned 
by the slightest fault of the child. 

The nature of every child we had supposed 
wassuch as God had given that child, and 
neither blame ner unholiness could attach to 
it, until it, by personal actions transgressed the 
laws of God. If the nature of the child is 
wrong, we must bleme him who made it, and 
not the child who bears it ; consequently we 
cannot perceive how it ean be said children 
are born with an “unholy nature.” 

But the Watchman says, this is “ transmit- 
ted as a necessary inheritance from sinful par- 
ents.” Where is the Scripture which teach- 
es that the guilt or unholiness of the parents 
are transmitted to the children ? We have read 
somewhere, that ‘ ye shall no longer use this 
Proverb in Israel, the fathers have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge.” And we assert, without fear of refu- 
tation, that the Gospel no where teaches that 
the sins of the parents do in the least conceiv- 
able sense, affect the moral character of in- 
fants, otherwise than by example, when the 
child is old enough to observe and foliow it. 

We deem this subject important. It is, in 
our estimation, one of the principal errours-of 
the church, that children are born unholy. If 
the principle laid down in the Watchman be 
true, every child born of pious parents, would 
be born with a pious nature, a thing very con- 
trary to fact, if the common observation that 
Clergyman’s children are the worst of any be 
true. Sin, aecording to Scripture, is the 
transgression of the law. It cannot exist be- 
fore the act of tranggression. It must also be 
the transgression of a known law, of one that 
is understood ; for it would be repugnant to 
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every principle of moral justice to blame one 
for transgressing a law of whose existence and 
nature he is entirely ignorant. Now no oue 
j can pretend the siew born infant has this know- 
ledge, consequently cannot be a sinner. Sin 
is also of a personal nature. One man is not 
a sinner because another man has transgressed 
the law. We can hardly pronounce the child 
a thief because his father has stolen. Hence 
we see no propriety in saying the child is born 
unholy because its parents were sinful. 
: Unholiness must be the state of sinfulness 
) or the condition into which the person is throwo 
by the act of transgression. It has application 
to character but can have none to nature. We 
are unable to understand what is ineant by om 
unholy nature. Does the Editor of the Watch- 
man mean any thing more by this expression 


than that the child is born with a susceptibili- | 


ty of receiving wrong impressions, and conse- 
quently of having a sinful or unholy practice ? 

f he does, will he tell us plainly what that 
something more is? If this is all, children are 
bora no more unboly than Adam was made.— 
He had a susceptibility or a capability of sin- 
ning, or else he could never fave sinned.— 
That he did sin, we presume will not be deni- 
ed. 

The Watchman has quoted the 9th Article 
of the church to establish his position relative 
to infants. The language is strong and deserves 
notice. ‘In every person born into this world 
—the fault and corruption of” his’ “ nature, 
[called original or bitth-sin,} deserveth God’s 
wrath and damnation”! 

By “wrath and damnation” here, the Watch- 
man means, not the mere pains and sorrows of 
this life, but the penalty of endless misery in 
the world to come. My nature, or “ birth- 
sin,” that is, we suppose, the sin of being 
born, all children are under the displeasure of 
God and deserve damnation. 

The Editor of the Watchman has told us 
that he doubts not every candid man will ad- 
mit his views are agreeable to reason. Does 
he think the position a reasonable one that in- 
fants are under the displeasure of God ? Does 
he really believe the infant, ere it has done 
good or evil, or been capable of a single moral 
action, deserves endless damnation, for the 
fault and corruption of his nature ; a fault aud 
corruption with which the infant can in no 
sense be chargeable? If h: does, and if he 
believes it consistent with reason, we are at a 
loss to know what he would eal! reason. 

Christ blessed little children—declared that 
of such is the kingdom of heaven, and he told 
his disciples that except they became convert- 
ed and as little children, they could not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. It is somewhat 
siagular that Christ should require his disci- 
ples to be ag little children, if children are de- 
serving “ *s wrath and damnation.” Christ 











children to come unto me,—for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” Strange language, we 
think, if little children are unholy by mature, 
and deserve damnation merely for the crime 
of being born human beings. 

The Watchman has not done what we had 
aright to expect. He spoke of his views 
agreeing with Scripture, but he has not quoted 
a single passage, nor attempted to show any 
: agreement between them and his statement.— 

We are willing to take his assertion for. proof 
' that he states his honest convictious, but we 
must have some other testimony to satisfy our 
mind that those convictions are either tree or 
| rational. Reason is decidedly to him, 
| Seripture contradicts him, and as for the 39 
Articles, he must be aware that many distin- 
| guished divines of the Episcopal Chureh, 
| among whom we mention the venerable Paley, 
, have considered them in the light of articles” 
of peace, and that it was never expeeted that 
| apy one maa should believe the whole, for they 
| contain some hundred propositions, and some 
directly contradictory to others. We dismiss 
this part of the enquiry, by appealing to eve- 
| ry candid man to say if reason shows him eny 
thing in the infant ping in its mother’s 
arms that seems to “‘ deserve God’s wrath and 
damnation”? We envy no man such views 
as these.—We abhor the creed which incul- 
cates them. : 

The next thing worthy of notice in the ar- 
ticle of the Watchman is, the very singular as- 
sertion that “‘ Baptism is the ordinary and onlg 
ore means by which God is graciously 
pleased to wash away the guilt of our pollu- 
tion.” What can the Editor mean here by 
the guilt or our pollution? And how is it that 
Baptism washes this away? We have shown . 
that the infant has not any guilt; that he in~ 
curs no blame on account of his nature, or be- 
cause his parents were sinful. But admitting 
he does, baptism cannot wash it away. Neith- 
er Scripture, reeson, nor the Articles of the 
Episcopal Church warrant this assertion. Phe 
27th Article represents Baptism asa “ of 
regeneration,”’ as the instrumeut by which the 
promises and our adoption to be sons of God | 
are “ visibly signed and sealed.’’ According 
to the church, baptism cannot be any thing 
more than the sign of one’s profession and the 
visible seal of what God has promised to be- 
stow. It procures not the Divine favour, but 
is only the outward and visible sign or token. 

The Watchman puts baptism in the place of 
circumcision, and considers its spiritual effect 
preciselythe same. Will the Watchman plain- 
ly and specifi¢ally point out to us the spiritual 
effect which circumcision had on the children 
eight days old? If that removed the “ guilt of 
pollution,” how happened it that God was so 
peculiarly partial to the male children ? Or are 
none but male childrer unholy by nature ? 












































also took a little child and said, “ suffer little 


Now we deny that circumcision had any spir- 
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itual effect other than to constitute the children 
circumcised heirs of the Jewish covenant. It 
rentitled them te an earthly inheritance among 
‘the Jews and made them in due time members 
of the congregation of the Lord as it existed 
under the Mosaick law, but it had no reference 
‘to a future state. If the Watchman-means that 
the baptism of infants only entitles them to the 
privileges of the church, or is a seal of their 
membership, when they shall be capable of un- 
‘derstanding the nature of the obligations bind- 
‘ing on them, we have no objection to his views. 
But if he extends the advantages of circumci- 


t 
f 
| | -sion or of baptism beyond the present life, we 


call upon him to show the correctness of such 
views, or.te establish the fact that either docs 
thus extend, by an appeal to Scripture or to 
reason. 

Thus far we have considered the Watchman’s 
views of the nature with which children are 
born and the effect he supposes baptism will 
have on their spiritual condition. We come 
now to the enquiry what will be the future 
state of those infants who die unbaptized, be- 
fore they can distinguish between good and 
evil. To this enquiry “‘ we reply” says the 
Editor, “ that we believe they will be pardon- 
ed, sanctified, and eveflastingly saved, through 
ithe merits of Christ’s atoning blood.” We of 
course believe they will be saved, but we can- 
net discover with what propriety the Watch- 
man can adopt this belief. According to his 
statements all infants before baptism, deserve 


' % God’s wrath and damnation” and that in 


their “ natural estate they are ytterly unfit for 
the presence of a holy God.” s he believe 
these “‘ unholy” infants, lying under the dis- 
pleasure of God, deserving endless damnation, 
utterly unfit for the presence of a holy God, 
and dying in this awful condition, will be sav- 
ed? ‘Thus he asserts, and if he can believe 
this, it will require no great stretch of his faith 
to believe in universal salvation, for he will 
hardly contend that the worst among mankind 
deserve any thing more than God’s wrath and 
damnation. 

But if the Watchman be right in reference 
to the salvation of infants, we should think, did 
we believe in endless misery, that it were best 
to have all die in infancy, for then their salva- 
tion would be sure ; whereas it is greatly “ ha- 
zarded” by their growing up. And we are 
also unable todiscover, in this view of the case 
what benefit baptism can be to an infant. If 
he dies jn infancy without it, he can be saved, 
and if he dies with it he can only be saved. Or 
will the Watchman contend that a baptized in- 
fant will never be guilty of actual transgres- 
sions, or that God will not charge to his ac- 
count the sin he may commit, if he shall have 
been baptized in his infancy ? 

But the Editor sats “ pardoned.” Here we 
ask, of what is the infant pardoned ? He has 
no actual transgression, and the Watchman 
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says by his creed “‘ the truth of the Proverb is 
hot allowed, that the fathers have eaten sour 
grapes and the children’s teeth are set on edge,” 
consequently by his own admission there can 
be no original guilt attached io the infant for 
which he needs pardon. Will the Watchman 
inform us of what the infant which dies in in- 
fancy is pardoned? From his account of the 
matter we can discover no fault in the child 
except he is born of human nature ; which na- 
ture we have shown is not depraved, or if it 
be, in the wordsof Bishop Hobatt we say, it is 
‘ our misfortune and not our crime.” 

The. Watchman says, “the child shail not 
be condemned for the wickedness of another, 
which was entirely beyond his control and be- 
yond his knowledge.” But he has not told us, 
children, ‘ all children without exception are 
born with an unholy nature—transmitted them 
as anecessary inheritance from sinful parents ?”’ 
that the “fault and corruption of nature de- 
serveth God’s wrath and damnation ?” Had 
the child any control, or any knowledge in de- 
termining with what nature he should be born? 
Will not the Watchman contend that all our 
actual transgressions procced from our unholy 
nature, that if our nature was holy we should 
not sin ? Yet will he say the child is not con- 
demned for the fault of another ? can there be 
unholiness without codemnation ? 

The Watchman, apparently aware that he 
had done away the necessity of infant baptism, 
intimates ‘hat the “ measure” of the happiness 
of those infants which die in infancy unbaptiz- 
ed may be fess than that of those which die 
baptized. But “ the child shall not be con- 
demned for the fault of another.” How hap- 
pens it then that the unbaptized infant is con- 
demned to suifer a deprivation of happiness be- 
cause he was not baptized? Will the Editor 
= these things ? 

n summing up the advantages of infant bap- 
tism. He says, *‘ it washes away original sin.” 
What may this mean ? Does the Editor mean 
it washes away the pollution which he suppos- 
es to attach to our nature ? Certainly not. What 
then ? the guilt of our pollution ?- What is that 
guilt? We have already shown that the infant 
is not, guilty on this account, unless it be a 
crime tv be born ! 

remarks, it “ brings them into covenant 
with the Lord, making them very members in- 
corporate of his body, which is the church.” 
If this means nothing more than that baptism 
makes them members of the church, we have 
no Objections to offer. “‘ It seals to them” he 
continues, “the promises of the Gospel, and 
gives them a title to the kingdom of heaven.” 
And did those infants who died unbaptized go 
to heaven without a title ? 

But we forbear. We shall follow the Edi- 
tor no further. We invite his atgention to the 
Scviptures and to reason. “ It is Of little con- 
sequence to us what may be the usages of any 



























GUSPEL ADVOCATE. 351 | 





church. We want Scripturai proof and ration- 
al argument. 





y From the same. 
CHURCH AND STATE. 

Mr. Editor,—I wish to call your attention, 
and through your useful paper, the attention 
of the publick generally, to the subject named 
in the words placed at the head of this article. 
Every careful observer of the times must be 


aware that this is no ordinary period. Itis an | 


age of bold and fearless discussion. Creeds, 
venerable for their antiquity, are attacked with 
a recklessness thet seems determined to stop 
with nothing short of truth. Orthodoxy has 
taken alarm, and conscious of the weakness of 
her arguments, she seems determined to sup- 
ply their deficiency by calling to their aid the 
whole weight of our civil institutions, and 
maintain her former popularity by obtaining 
the a of every office in the gift of the 

aple, 

1 have no wish to excite unnecessary alarm. 
But the evil consequences of a priestly estab- 
lishment, are so numerous and so weighty, that 


we should be jealous of our rights and guard | 


against every appearance of eucroachment up- 
on them by that class of people who have nev- 
er had power without ubusing it. 

I do not think the orthodox are aiming at 
having their peculiar sentiments established 
by law. They are too well aware of the strong 
prejudices existing in this country against such 
establishment that they will not very soon, if 
ever, attempt it. But they are aiming at an 
object no less dangerous or pernicious. They 
intend, by concentrating their influence, by 
the aid of their various plans ostensibly for the 
evangelizing the world, by their Sabbath 
schools and home missions, to render it unpop- 
ular and extremely dangerous for a man to em- 
brace ar support any system but their own. 

They infend to rule the government, by 
making all its officers feel that if they are not 
orthodox, they shall be removed,—and all 
wishing for office that they shall not be elect- 
ed unless they pey homage to Orthodéxy.— 
Such controul may be very good, but for my- 
self I shall oppose it, long as I can write, long 
as I can speak, or manifest any sign of disap- 
probation. Man should be free. He is be- 
ginning to acquire independence, but such con- 
troul would place him back in the days of 
monkish gloom. I wish, Mr. Editor, you 
would caution your readers on this subject, and 
bid them watch closely the movements of the 
Orthodox party. Yours, &c. O. A. B. 





MONEY—NOT BIBLES 
It will be remembered, that « few weeks 
since, we published from the “‘ Yeoman’s Ga- 
zette” printed in Concord, Mass. an article 
communicating the information, that an Agent 
of the American Bible Sosiety, who was soli- 








citing cash in that town, refused a donation ef | 
new and neatly priated Bibles. From this we 
inferred the fact, that the object of these Agents | 
is not to distribute the Scriptures, but to amass . 
wealth in behalf of the parent institution. It 
was reported, on the appearance of this article, 
in our columns, notwithstanding we gave it on” 
the credit of another paper, thet it was a sheer 
lie which we had fabricated, to bring the Bible | 
Society into disrepute. This was tacitly con- 
fessing, that were the article true which we | 
published, the inference we drew, was justifi- | 
able. The matter is now set at rest by the 
acknowledgment of Mr. Goutp, the Agent 
who refused the Bibles. He assigns his rea- 
son for refusing them, (and we give his own 
words) that “it was not the object of his visit 
to Massachusetts to distribute the Holy Scrip- 
tures, but to collect funds to sustain the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, in their special exertions to 
introduce the sacred volume into all the desti- 
tute families in the United States.” The fact 
then is acknowledged: this Agent did refuse 


| the Bibles, and avowed his determination tore- | 


ceive nothing but Cash. We say, if the sole 
object of the Bible Society is to distribute the 
Bible, a donation in Bibles is more favourable 
to their object than a donation in Cash. The 
latter is what they wish, and the latter is what 
they get, and the latter is what they will con~. 
tinue to get, urtil people are more careful to, 
know .to what use their money will be appli 
The Editor of the Yeoman’s Gazette intimates, 
that this Agent receives ‘20 or 30 per cent on 
all cash collected,” and fiat such “moderate 
per centage” does not “ constitute his sole sal-, 
ary for his arduous labours.” If this be true, 
the reason is obvious why he ‘would not re- | 
ceive the Bibles, and why he wished to turn. 
them off on to some other Society.— Trumpet. 





COL. R. M. JOHNSON. 

This Hon. gentleman is again elected to Con~ 
gress. Strenuous efforts have been made all | 
over our country, to injure his character, an@!” 
prevent his holding a seat again within the 
walls of the Capitol. This was undoubtedly 
done, because the Orthodox are afraid of his, 
influence, for they unquestionably intend to. 
make a desperate effort to stop the Sunday” | 
Mails during the ensuing winter. His servi-_ 
ces, however, were duly appreciated by his 
constituents, and their — of his past} 
course is now made manifest. 





AVARICE OUTWITTED. 

The case of John Ayre, Esq. who, though 
worth upwards of £30,000, was convicted at 
the Old Bailey, and sentenced to transporta~ | 
tion, for stealing eleven quires of common wri- | 
ting paper, was rendered mote memorable by | 
the oe ca which it gave Junius to im- | 
peach integrity of Lord Mansfield; who. — 
was supposed to have erred in edmitting him 








} 352 
to bail. An anecdote is related of Eyre, which 
shows in a striking manner, the great depravi- 
ty of the human heart; and may help to ac- 
count for the meanness of the crime of which 
| he stood convicted. An uncle of his, a gentie- 
}}), wan of considerable property, made his will in 
favour of a clergyman, who was his intimate 
friend, and committed it to his custody, un- 
known to the rest of the family. However, not 
long before his death, having altered his mind 
| With regard to the disposal of his wealth, be 
made another will, in which he left the cler- 
i) gyman only £500, leaving the bulk of his large 
|| property to go to his nephew and his heir-at- 
}) law, Mr. Eyre. Soon after the old gentle- 
man’s death, Mr. Eyre rummaging over his 
| drawers, found this last witi, and perceiving 
the legacy of £500 in it for the clergyman, 
i) without any hesitation or scruple of conscience, 
put it into the fire, and took possession of the 
i} whole eifects, in consequence of his uncle be- 
}| ing supposed to die intestate. The clergyman 
coming to town soon after, and inquiring into 
the circumstances of his old friend’s death, ask- 
ed if he had made a will before he died. On 
being answered hy Mr. Eyre in the negative, 
}| the clergyman very coolly put his hand in his 
pocket, and pulled ont the former w‘!!, which 
had been committed to his care, in which Mr. 
} Byre had bequeathed him the whole of his fo:- 
tune, amounting to several thousand pounds ex- 
cepting a legacy of £200 to his nephew. 


[From the Christian Intelligencer.] 
BEGGARS WITHOUT SHAME. 


The orthodox have no bounds to their de- 
mands on the benevolence of the publick or of 
individuals. When they have wrested the last 
shilling from the hand of the poor, instead of 
taking shame to themselves in view of their 
|| conduct, they really seem to think they have 
done a meritorious act and lose no time in pub- 
dishing it to the warid as something greatly to 
their credit. At the late meeting of the N. H. 
Missionary Society, Mr. Storrs told a story 
about getting the last cheese from a mountain 

farmer who lived in a log house, which the 
Vermont Chronicle, and N.H. Observer, have 
blished as something wonderfully excellent. 
ft is in substance as follows. A Missionary 
Agent was direeted by the minister of a certain 
town, on whom he had called for the necessary 
information to enable him to get money from 
the people, to call on an old man whe lived on 
the top.of a neighbouring mountain. Hoping to 
get something out of the poor man, “ the agent 
toiled up the steep ascent, and approached his 
dwelling. It was built of logs, and the door 
was opened by a leather string.” It appears 
that the old man was flattered by the visit, and 
probably wishing to be considered a very devo- 
ted christian, told the Missionary, in the cant 
language of the day, that he considered all he 
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raised on his farm as the Lord’s, that he did not 
feel at liberty to withhold it from Him when his 
ministers called for it, that he had given the 
Missionaries all that he had raised this year, 
having nothing left but his cheese: “ It may 
be worth twenty-five dollars.”” The Missiona- 
ry greedily seized the cheese and clambered 
down the mountain with it, congratulating him- 
self on the good luck he had had, and consider- 
ing himself well repaid for his fatigue. This 
disgraceful story was told and published in or- 
der to encourage other poor men to give all 
they raise to the Missionaries. - We repeat the 
story to caution all honest farmers against a set 
of people who have no limits to their demands, 
and who are determived to take the last cent 
they can wrench from poor and hard labouring 
people, to support them in their idleness and 
extravagance, 


[From the Religious Inquirer. } 
SABBATH SCHOOL INSTRCTIONS. 


Mr. Editor,—That Sabbath Schools, proper- 
ly conducted may be very useful I have no 
doubt.. That in the manner in which they are 
often conducted they have an injurious tenden- 
cy is 1 think, equally certain and obvious.— 
Children, instead of being instructed in the 
principles of morality and religion, are studi- 
ously initiated into all the peculiarities of sec- 
tarian opinions and prejudices, and early taught 
to avoid and despise all those who do not em- 
brace the dogmas of a particular creed. A few 
Sabbaths since, it is said, a Miss Betsey B—, 
a maiden lady of some distinction in the reli- 
gious community, and a teacher of one of the 
orthodox Sabbath Schools in this city, was in- 
structing her class in the meaning of the Serip- 
tures, when a passage occurred in which false 
prophets are mentioned she asked a little girl 
of 8 or 9 years of age if she knew the meaning 
of the words false prophets ? the pupil replying 
in the al a ey said the acute Instruct- 
ress) a false prophet, means a false teacher, one 
that preaches false doctrine,—such an one as 
Mr. Rayner, (the Universalist preacher) he is 
a false prophet. It, must be vastly important 
to the citizens of Hartford, and especially to 
the young children, as they are growing up, to 
have so eminent a female divine, always at 
hand, and easy of access, who can give a cor- 
rect explanation of all parts of the Scriptures 
and illustrate their meaning by an easy and 
convincing appeal to.circumstancés, facts and 
characters ! The little girl on returning home, 
inquired of her Aunt if Mr. Rayner was a 
false prophet. On being asked why she made 
such an inquiry ? Why, said she, Miss B—, 
says he isa false prophet. 

A Citizen or Hagrrorp. 

We give place to the foregoing. communica- 
tion without a word of comment, being willing 
that it should speak for itself —Zd, Ing. 




















MEN RAISED BY MERIT. 

Industry and application, are beautifully ex- 
emplified by the success of some of the great- 
est men in the civilized werld, who have at- 
tained to eminence from obscurity and indi- 
gence. ifuiton, the great geometrician, was a 
Coal-beaver. Huddart, the mechanist and ma- 
thematician, was a shoe-maker. Brindley, the 
Civil Engineer, who planned and execute the 
immense Canals of the Duke of Bridgewater, 
was an untaught common labourer. Arkwright, 
who inveuted the machinery of the Cotton mill, 
which eventually e tablished the manufaetur- 
ing pre-eminence of England, was a barber. 
Our own country too is proliflick of instances. 
Franklin was a journeyman printer; Ritten- 
house was a plough boy ; Fultun, the discover- 
er of the power of Steam and thereby the do- 
nor of one of the greatest gifts. bestowed upon 
man, was a poor youth. John Q. Adams and 
Wm. H. Crawford spent the first years of man- 
hood in “ teaching the young idea how to 
shoot,” and Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, and 
Martin Van Burcn sprung from poverty. 

Raleigh Register ] 











DIED--in the town of Bloomfieid, (Michigxn T.) 
Sept. 16th, Lasaw Jewxs, Esqr. in the fifty-eighth 
yeur of hisage. Mr. Jenks had been labouring under 
a pulmonary diserse for more than a year. In the 
month of July, 1628, he was taken bleeding at the 
lungs, which consequently notified him that his depar 
ture was at Lund. Report, with her busy tongue had 
elready said, “ although he i+ a universalist yet you 
will see his faith in the goodness of his heavenly Fa- 
ther will forsake him.” But he called a Methodist 
physician to witness his confidence in the faith once 
delivered to the Saints ;—however fur some wise pur- 
pose his life was spared until the present year, when 
it returned with tenfuld force. Yet notwithstanding ; 
he was fully prepared to meet the shaft of the grim 
monster; (luring the time of his last illness. be was 
visited by'n number of the usual <oul-savers who were 
clothed with authority from their god to denounce 
endless damaation on all who do not receive the mark 
of the beast. But having his feet shod with the pre- 
paration of the gospel of peace, and taking to himself 
the whole armour of n1s God, he was able to with- 
stand in such an evil day, and ‘having done all he did 
stand, the reports of his renunciation to the contrary 
notwithstanding... We assert this because our good 
orthodox friends have most basely reported a story 
that he renounced his faith, and called his family round 
him and warned them to abandon Universalism, and 
requested them to procure an orthodox priest to preach 
his funeral sermon, and that it was done accordingly. 
Now we know this to be most INFAMOUSLX FALSE, 
because it can be proved by eight substantial witness- 
es, that it is directly the reverse. Furthermore he 
gave directions the Saturday previous to Br. P. A. 
Day,a well known preacher of our. order to deiiver 
his funeral discourse frum Job xiv. 10th verse and first 
clause of the 14th. and that he would publish the dis- 
course, which may be expected shortly. The moral 
character of Esq. Jenks was unimpeachable, even his 
opponents admit that although he was a universalist, 
yet, to use their own phrase, “ he was a nice old man.” 


At Mount Clemens, (M. T.) Sept. 25th, after a short 
illness of sixteen hours, Horatio G. Hask1ys, in the 
forty-seventh year of -hisage. Mr. Haskins was a 
firm believer in God's free grace, Furera) discourse 
by P. A. Day, from Jeremiah ix. 21. 
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Proposals for publishing by subscription, Letters 
ou the immortality of the Soul, the intermediate 
state of the dead, and a future retribution.— 
Addressed to Mr. Charles. Hudson, Westmin- 
ster, Mass. By WavvTeR Barour. 

My Essays, to which Mr. Hudson replies, 
were prepared without any reference to his 
opinions. But the appearance of his letters in 
1827, in which my First Inquiry was attacked, 
in some degree altered their shape in publish- 
ing them. « His present book is a professed re~ 
ply to those kssays. It is divided into eight 
parts, to each of which, I shall devote.one let- 
ter. To these shall be added, lettcrson Adam’s 
original condition, as crested an immortel be- 
ing; the origin and progress of the doctrines 
concerning the immortality of the soul, an in- 
termediate state of existence, and punishment 
after death, among the nations of the earth un- 
til the coming of Christ ; state of these opinions 
at the commencement of the Gospel dispensa- 
tion ; state and progress of these opinions among 
Christians since ; and concluding remarks.ou 
the present stage of the controversy concerning 
them. 

My object in the proposed letters, is, to ex- 
amine more fully the above three opinions for 
which Mr. Hudson contends, which, from the 
other subjects discussed in my Esgays, and my 
limited number of pages, J was then prevented 
from doing. The new and curious matter, to 
be here introduced, swells these letters to an 
extent, the authour finds it impossible to con- 
dense. And he presumes, no reader for a small 
additional expense, would wish it suppressed. 
Not precisely knowing the number of pages his 
matter will fill, he is obliged to state his terms 
conditionally. o 

Convit1ons—The work shall be handsome- 
ly printed in a 12mo. volume. If the pages de 
not exceed 300, the price to subscribers will 
be 80 cents in boards, bound $1. Should they’ 
amount to 360, or over, the price will be in 
boards $1, bound $1,25. Persons to whom 
subscription papers are sent, or any other per- 
sons, becoming responsible for six copies, shall 
receive a seventh gratis. ‘Those inclined to fa- 
vour the publication, are requested to return 
the amount of copies they will become respon- 
sible for to the authour, by the first of October, 

_when the work shall be put to press. It is pro- 
posed tu have it ready tor sale im November. 








As the Advocate is soon to be transferred,,it is im- 
portant to ascertuin the responsibility of our subscri- 
bers. Those who bave not paid at ail, are therefore 
requested to make remittances as soon as possible. To 
facilitate collections, we will continue to receive $1,50 
for the 7th Vol. if paid during this month, or s0 as to 
rearh usin the month of November. After the Ist of 
December next two dollars will be exacted. ; 

PUBLISHER, 


*EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY. 
A Pamphlet containing foar Sermons on theevi- 
dences of Christianity. By W.1T. Reesn, for sale at 
this office. Oct. 31. 






















_¢ GOSPEL ADVOC ATE. 





[From the Seatine] and Star in the West. ] 
ERE PHILOSOPHY. 
What can we reason bul from what we kuow? rors. 
Father, where is that burning lake they call 
ners—hell 


The home of sin 
‘Who call, my child? 
Why, father, many. °’Twas but yesterday, 
At church, | heard such tales of horrour told 
About this burning flood, as made my cheek 
Feel pale—and caused « shuddering chill to shoot 
Across my heart! Where is it, father ?—tell me. 
Daughter, Ido not know. What said they, child? 
You do aot know, deur father !—ther I fear 
Your cou! will perish. Father, you must know ! 
Oh! ’tis a fearful gulf—and many fall 
Into its depths forever. They are blind— 
ey know not where it is—they fear it not— 

And heedlessly they wander: this is all 
‘That shats them out from heaven. 
‘nl Is this all ? 

not say that love to God and man + 

irtue, honour, and morality, 
to life eternal? Did they not 
y ee—— 
O, father! they said none of this. 

They bade me shun that dark, that dismal lake, 
‘The home of sinners, Oh! such tales of wo— 


Of thousands pinioned in this burning hell, 

And doomed tolive. Of gnashing teeth, und cries, 

And groans that knew no ceasing—red hot flames, 
And evdkes, dud scorpions, anl—— 

. O, my child, 

Did they tell thee, dear, 


Cease this mad clamour. 
Flow they knew this? 
O, yes! they bad a bock, 
Like this big Bible—and they said that here 
God’s seli had written it. It must be so— 
They were gosd men, and tears stood in their eyes— 
Sarely, they could noi lie! 
No, child, not lie, 
But they may be deceived. 
Hush, father, hush— 
-filow dare y you reason thus? I fear for you:! 
Phey said that all who talked thus while on earth, 
Should feel its flames hereafter. 
Said they nought 
Of the Onmipotent-—. 
: Who rules abore 
Ja yon blue heaven ?>——— 
Who ruleth here, my child, » 
Within this heart! who ruleth every where— 
Prom whom ail proseeds—whose being is 
Eternal—and whose essence is the life, 
The living principle, of man! 
Oh, no! 


They said he ruled above—that he was just, 
All-merciful, and good: That he would bring 
‘Those whom he loved—who hated and despised 
That barning lake, and Satan who ruled there— 
‘To life eternal, and would huri the rest 


- Bato that ge dew ty This were hard; 
Vm sare that I should die. But no, they said 
would burn, and burn, and s(ill live on, 
And never die! Ob! this were hard indeed— 
Sure God is not so cruel—but I fear 
Tis true—they said so. 
ey said 30, my dear? 


Th 
Ay, they said so—end this is ail. They know 
t of the fulure. Allis bat a dream, 
fancy ‘this burning hell 


s 








F ather, good night! : 

My heart feels sick and faint. 1 go to y bed, 
But fear I cannotsleep. Methinks that dreams, 
Btack dreams of horrour, will flit o'er my brain-— 
And phantom forms, fresh irum_this burning hell, 
Crowd round my couch ! aud [ #i] wake in tears. 
Good night, dear father. 

Spurn such thoughts, my child— 
Good night. Oh, hapless innocent! and have 
They wrought upon thee with such tales as these— 
Suclr wild oreatiuns of disordered fancy 
O Miyp! thou art debased !—-thy aber powers 
Are used to make a ty:ant of a God. 
Is this the ministry that now goes forth 
To preach “ glad tidings” not * to all,” but some ? 
Free grace to” whom they please ; a hell to those 


+ Who help not fill their coffers! Canting knaves! 


Are these the followers of the lowly Jesus? 
Teach they the precepts that he taught? or knee! 
They to his God, or Mammon? They would bind 
The miod immortal in their shackles—drive 
The soul to madness and cespair—and check 
Its fervent aspirations after heaven ! 
O, grand Hypocrisy ! thou fein would'st give 
Man’s soul a place in the eternal heavens, 
Not for the love of God, but tor the fear 
Of hell? Oh, man! man! man! 
My cheek is burning with the shame it feela 
That thaw can'st “ pi play such tricks before 

en, ROD 


Heav- 
ICK. 


[From the yay Traveller. } 
I DO NOT AS& 

I do not ask, that Gctaen beams 

May shine unbroken on my way ; 

I did not ask, that pene gleams 

May dart their radi o’er my day. 

I do not ask, that power of fame, ; 

May raise me tothe monercli’s throne,-- 

For ench is but an empty name, 

A breath of air by Fancy blown. 

l ask not that a wav’ring world, 

Should e’erto me in homage bow : 

Or that its wreath may ne’er be hurl’d, 

To blast my hopes, or c'oud my brow. 

I do not ask, that dark deceit 

May never throw his chains e’er me, 

Or that in life | ne’er may meet 

With sorrow, or from want be free, 

i ask, but for a humble lot, 

Aod what bat Heaven alone can send, 

A talisman, that faileth not,— 

A true and sympathetick friend. 

To whom my thoug>.is | might reveal, 

Whe might my heart’s deep secrets know, 

Who'd feel whatever I should feel, 

Of pain or pleasure, joy or wo. 

A friend, whose soothing, cheetri ing voice, 

Might raise my spirit, in despair ; 

Who would in all my joys, rejoice, 

And lighten life’s dull load of care. 

With such an one, I’d fearless tread 

The mazy, mystick path of life; * 

Then 


j peacefully my head 
wi death’s pillow, free from strife. 
LP The Gospel Advocate and Impartial Investigator 
is published every other Saturday, by U.F.DovsLEpay, 
sg steak) at fl bine ae must a oi 
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advance, to be increased lo $2 00, of not pamdetihin 
siz months. 
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